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CB;APTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The present work had its origin in the report of a com-
prehensive, cooperative research project on 11Subject Prefer-
ences of Fifth Grade Children*'1 written in 1947. This study, 
which involved 13,483 fifth grade children from sixty-five 
cities and towns in New England, indicated that children of 
this age preferi'ed skill and aesthetic subjects over content 
subjects (such as social studies) when listing their prefer-
ences in the entire curriculum. In fact, the research reveale 
that social studies w'as a very poor . fourth choice. Each child 
in the fifth grade in each of the sixty-five communities indi-
cated his first choice, second choice, and third choice of 
the subject he liked best. The children indicated for each 
subject whether they liked or disliked it or felt impartial 
toward it, and whether they found it easy or hard. Results 
showed clearly that reading, arithmetic, and art, in that 
order, were their top preferences when the boys and girls were 
considered separately and when they were considered together. 
1 Reported in fifteen Master·' s theses. See Helen Blanchard, 
11 Subject Preferences in Fifth Grade," (unpublished Master's 
thesis, Boston University School of Education, 1948). 
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An analysis of 11 ~ubject Preferences of Fifth Grade Chil-
dren" may well raise .the question as to whether there are 
specific and definite reasons why children in this age group 
feel as they do toward the social studies. It does seem that 
in this present age the interest of a child should be greater 
in the fields of history and geography. Today, as never be-
fore, the media to stimulate interest in the minds of children 
in these fields of study are numerous. Today, the child has 
access to the movies, television, radio, stripfilms, lectures, 
and relatives who have traveled far and wide. It would seem 
that these stimuli ought to raise the interest level of all 
children in the social studies. 
It was, therefore, from a desire to determine how chil-
dren of this age group felt toward social studies that this 
thesis was undertaken. More specifically, it is an attempt 
to find out how fifth grade pupils feel toward the book, con-
tent, materials,methods and activities used in the teaching 
of social studies. 
2 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
Ordinarily, the research chapter of a thesis devotes 
itself to a review of literature which, in its analysis, has 
suggested the need for such a work as the present thesis. In 
the present case, however, this is not true, because a careful 
search of all the material available to the writer revealed 
that nothing previous had been done on this particular phase 
of social studies. Therefore, no true research was possible. 
At the same time it must be pointed out that many educa-
tors, in analyzing other phases of elementary education, have 
cited the dislike for the social studies on the part of pupils 
on this level. Some have wondered what the cause might be, 
but since nothing has been done, it might be said that this 
thesis is an attempt to find out how pupils in the fifth grade 
feel toward what is presented and the manner in which it is 
presented to them in the history and geography classes. 
A notable work that suggested the need of this thesis 
wa~ a cooperative research investigation carried out in 1948 
at Boston University to find out pupil preferences in elemen-
tary school subjects. This investigation was carried on all 
over New England among fifth grade pupils. Of utmost interest 
was the place social studies occupied in this study. They 
-3-
were ranked in the same place as spelling, or fourth an~ fifth 
out of ten subjects. These New England results were later 
combined with a similar study in a Southwestern city. Here 
again, social studies occupied an even lower place, namely, 
sixth in a list of ten subjects. 
The picture presented by these separate studies was cer-
tainly not encouraging as regards the social studies. Dr. 
W. Linwood Chase has this to say: 
While it is recognized that each subject area has a 
contribution to make to the educational growth pattern 
of a child, it is disturbing to persons particularly in-
terested in social studies to find a iubject like spell-
ing more popular than social studies. 
Over 15,000 children have, up to the present, been polled 
as to their subject preferences, and in each instance social 
studies has placed well down in t he list. In fact, it has 
been so consistentthat Baisden and Burkhard in a similar study 
in California concluded that: 
If a large percentage of the children actively dis-
like a given subject, it is certain that they approach 
the learning of this subject under a most serious handi-
cap, if we regard interest as essential to learning. In 
such a case we must recognize that there is something 
basically wrong with the subject matter, with its2grade placement, or with the way in which it is taught. 
1 W. Linwood Chase, "subject Preferences of Fifth Grade Chil-
dren," Elementary 8chool Journal, 4:204-11, December, 1949. 
2 Leo B. Baisden and William J. Burkhard, "Children's Prefer-
ences in School Subjects and the Curriculum," Twelfth Year-
book of the California Elementary School Principals Associa-
tion, Volume 12, 1940, p. 46. 
4 
5 
=========F=-~========================================~============~======== 
It is interesting to note that in each of the above-
mentioned preference studies, reading and arithmetic invari-
ably occupied first or second place, inferring that children 
tend to like subjects that are definite and specific and the 
outcomes of which are r ealized immediately. 
Solutions to the social studies problem have been sug-
gested by many educators although nothing specific has really 
been done to seek the answer. There are some, for instance, 
who suggest it might be the textbook in use. Luella Cole 
writes: 
As one studies and analyzes the typical textbooks 
used in the elementary school geography and history, one 
is impressed with the fact that they are needlessly dif-
ficult. They often employ a style and general literary 
vocabulary more suitable for adults than children. They 
have a rather heavy burden of technical vocabulary .••• 
~tyle, textbook form, vocabulary, and content are poorly 
adjusted to the intellectual ability, t%e interests, or 
the reading skill of the average pupil. 
However, while all this is true and recognized by all 
educators, there is at the present time a determined effort 
being made to remedy the situation of the textbook difficulty. 
Luella Cole further points out: 
There is the psychological difficulty that children 
are forced to learn about people they have never seen, 
events they have never experienced, places they have 
never visited, or to encounter other unfamiliar elements. 
While this should not be a serious barrier to the liking 
3 Luella Cole, Psychology of the Elementary ~chool ~ubjects 
(New York: Farrar and Rinehart, Inc., 1934), p. 65. 
4 Ibid., p. 72. 
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or social studies, it could well be such because of inferior 
methods of pres entation of the material. 
A question frequently in the minds of educators is: Are 
the me t hods used in the teaching of social studies at fault 
for the dislike of these subjects? While the question is 
uppermost in the thoughts of those interested in the field of 
study, nothing specific has been done about it. However, the 
National Council for the Social Studies in their Twelfth Year-
book asked the question: "What are the most serious barriers 
to effective learning in the social studies? 115 A group of 
educators gave the following answers: 
1. Teacher's almost exclusive adherence to subject matter 
mastery objectives. 
2. Teachers are more sensitive to subject matter than to 
children. 
3. Too exclusive an emphasis on words and books as the 
sole tools for getting and expressing ideas . 
4. The frequent overemphasis upon memory and rec~tion 
of subject matter rather than the more comprehensive 
development of interests, work study skills, attitudes 
and powers of critical thinking in the social studies. 
In conjunction with the whole problem of this thesis an 
interesting study was carried out in Springfield, Missouri. 
5 
"The Social studies in the Elementary School," Twelfth Year-
book of the National Council for the Social Studies, Vol. 12 
1936, p. xv. I 
6 
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The study dealt with children's wishes, interests, likes and 
dislikes. The aim was to obtain information concerning chil-
dren's interests and to ask what they mean for the schools of 
today. One section of the interest finder related specifi-
cally to the school curriculum. From this study, Jersild and 
Tasch found that: 
The main exception to this tendency to praise the 
academic subjects more often than to criticize them ap-
pears in connection with the social studies. The un-
favorable attitude which children show toward the social 
studies they are taught in the smools becomes more sig-
nificant when considered in relation to certain other 
findings. In view of findings regarding the personal 
flavor of children's wishes and interests, it is likely 
that their reaction to the social studies might be dif-
ferent if these were approached more by way of issues 
that touch upon children's own feelings and that ~ave a 
bearing on emotional currents in their own lives. 
The authors 7 point out further that children's complaints 
about the social studies do not arise from a lack of interest 
in some topics that belong under this heading. In fact, when 
children reported what they would like to learn more about at 
school, a great many a sked to learn about things that belong 
in the social studies area. Furthermore, the percentage of 
children asking to learn more about tonics that are considered 
in the social studies was largest in the very grades, four 
through six, in which the largest number of children complaine r 
about what they were being taught in social studies. Teachers 
6 Arthur T. Jersild and Ruth J. Tasch, Children's Interests 
and What They Suggest for Education (Bureau of Publications, 
Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, 1949), 
pp. 27-28. 
"'"==--====M==--- ---
with whom the findings were discussed presented a number of 
theories about the relative unpopularity of social studies. 
They suggested that cultural pressures lead children to put a 
higher value on arithmetic than on social studies. Parents 
regard success in arithmetic and reading as being more advan-
tageous for later life than a knowledge and interest in social 
studies. Methods of presenting the mat erial in social studies 
were also pointed out as being a probable cause for disliking 
the subject. 
In conclusion, therefore, it might be said that while 
much has been undertaken to determine the place of social 
studies in pupil preference, and while many questions have beel, 
raised as to the cause of their dislike, nothing has been un-
dertaken to find out the pupils' attitudes and feelings toward 
what is presented to them. 
The pre sent thesis is a step in this direction, and it 
is not meant to be all inclusive and conclusive. 
8 
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CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
In the present thesis which is concerned with the feel-
ings of pupils toward history and geography a check list was 
given to all fifth grade children in Framingham, Massachusetts 
There were ten fifth grades in the town. Data for this study 
were obtained from 2~7 children, 122 girls and 125 boys. 
It was deemed advisable,because the subject of the thesis 
was suggested by .a previous subject preference study given in 
the year 1947, to follow a similar procedure in this study. 
To that end a subject preference check list was given first 
to each pupil. This check list carried the names of all the 
subjects studied in the school curriculum. It was given in 
order that a true picture might be obtained as to where his-
I tory and geography stood in relation to t he other subjects 
taught. Then each pupil was given check lists dealing speci-
fically with the social studies to determine what they liked 
or disliked about these subjects. In this manner it was felt 
that the truest picture of the situation could be ascertained. 
Subject preference survey. The subject preference study 
(cf. Figure 1, p.l3) was given in the following manner. In 
the last week of May, 1950, each of the 247 pupils was given 
a check list which carried the names of all the subjects 
-9-
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studied in their classes. The check list was divided into 
three columns. In the first column the child was asked to 
use the figures 1, 2, and 3 to indicate his first, second and 
third preferences. In the second column he was requested to I 
circle the letter which indicated how he felt about each subl 
ject. For example, he circled L if he liked the subject ver~ 
much; N if he neither liked nor disliked; and D, if he dis-
liked it very much. In the third column he drew a circle 
around the word which told whether he thought the subject 
easy or hard. 
Social studLes survey. The above subject preference 
check list having been given, it I was then necessary to prepa~e 
I 
To do I a social studies check list for the same 247 pupils. 
·i 
• I 
this the assistance of the members of a Seminar in Elementary 
I 
I School Social Studies at Boston University, was enlisted. 1 
i The members of the seminar volunteered to ask the fifth grad, 
I 
teachers in their various schools in the Greater Boston area ' 
to obtain from their pupils the reasons why they liked or I 
disliked history and geography. 
These teachers then interviewed each Child in their I 
classes, separately, and asked them if they liked or disliked 
history and geography. According to their answers they were l 
then asked why, and their reasons were noted down. This ind ~ -
' I 
vidual and personal interrogation of the children allowed for 
a free expression of thought and produced an adequate picture 
of the situation. 
10 
In all, a total of j28 children were questioned. These 
children gave 71 reasons why they disliked history and 162 
reasons why they liked it. On the subject of geography there 
were 71 reasons why they disliked it and 136 reasons why they 
liked it. 
Since many of these reasons were similar in thought, 
but expressed differently, it was then necessary to eliminate 
all repetitious reasons. This editing then reduced the number 
of reasons why they liked or disliked history to a combined 
total of 46. A similar procedure with the geography sheet 
reduced the number of reasons to a co rnbined total of 36. 
' These final results were then ready for the 247 pupils in the 
fifth grades in the Town of Framingham. 
The check lists for the social studies were then given 
on separate days in the second week of June, 1950, to the 
pupils in the ten fifth grades in the Town of Framingham. 
Accompanying the check lists was a special page of instruction 
for each teacher as to how the survey was to be given. The 
teachers were requested in these i~structions to observe the 
following procedure: 
1. Read the check list thoroughly, and if you no~e any 
activity listed there that you have not Garried out 
in ymr classroom work, please ask the pupils to place 
an X beside that statement. 
2. Read directions aloud; have pupils follow along. 
11 
one 
the 
was 
,. Do the samples given orally with the class. 
~.Emphasize that each statement must be marked. 
f. Emphasize that the answer shows how they feel about 
each statement. 
E. Make sure the information at top of sheet is filled 
in. Circle B for boy; G for girl. 
~. If any child needs assistance you may give him all he 
needs to understand the statement, but please do it 
individually, not to the class as a whole. 
~he history check list (cf. Figure 2, p.25) was given on 
djy, and the geography check list (cf. Figure 3, p.38) on 
n xt day. Accompanying the check lists for the children 
o e page of specific instructions for each subject. The 
childlen were asked to: 
J. Think over carefully before they wrote how they felt 
toward the subject. 
~.Write~ in front of the sentence if they felt the 
same way • 
. • Write No in front of the sentence if they didn 1 t feel 
that way. 
't• Place X in front of anything they had never done. 
rwo samples were then given for each subject for the bene 
fit o~ the pupil. 
In this manner, therefore, the attitudes of pupils in the 
fifth grade toward what is presented in history and geography 
and t ~e manner in which it is presented were compiled. 
12 
CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
~ s a means to a clearer understanding of the present prob1 
lem i1volving the likes and dislikes of fifth grade children 
for tle social studies, a Subject Preference Check List of 
the ertire curriculum was submitted to the pupils in the fifth 
grade~ in the Town of Framingham (cf. Figure 1). 
and ttiird choices. In Column II they were asked to circle L 
if thely liked it; N, if they felt neutral; or D~ if they dis- I 
liked the subject. In Column III they were asked to indicate 
by cil cling the appropriate word if they thought the subject 
easy 9r hard. 
I he results of this study are shown in the Table below. 
TABLE I 
ROWING THEIR CHOICES OF THE ELEVEN SUBJECTS TAUGHT 
IN EACH OF THE TEN FIFTH GRADE CLASSROOMS 
Jeading 
Arithmetic 
rlanguage 
~enmanship 
Spelling 
Geography 
History 
Art 
~~~!~ce ~ealth 
First 
Choice 
64 
43 
1 
6 
27 
12 
17 
55 
14 
4 
4 
Per 
Cent 
First 
Choice 
25.91 
17.41 
.40 
2.43 
10.93 
4.86 
6.88 
22.27 
5.67 
1.62 
1.62 
Per 
Cent 
SecondSecond 
ChoiceChoice 
38 
36 
1 
6 
47 
13 
32 
38 
24 
7 
5 
15.38 
14.57 
.40 
2.40 
19.03 
5.26 
12.96 
15.38 
9. 72 
2.83 
2.02 
Third 
Choice 
35 
42 
2 
15 
29 
19 
35 
27 
30 
7 
6 
Per 
Cent 
Third 
Choice 
14.17 
17.00 
.80 
6.07 
11 . 74 
7.69 
14.17 
10.93 
12.15 
2.83 
2.43 
J able I shows the results of the Subject Prefe rence Study 
I It will be noted that reading, arithmetic, and art were an 
I 
overwhelming choice for first, second, and third place. His-
tory J nd geography, on the other hand, were very poor fifth 
and s Jventh choices. 
I The analysis reveals more specifically that 64 out of 247 
I pupils, or 25.91 per cent chose reading as their first pre-
14 
ferenf e, while 55 or 22.27 per cent chose art as their first, 
~-~== =----- = -- "'"'-=-=,--===---=======-=--;o== 
and 4~ or 17.41 per cent choise arithmetic as their first. 
At the same time only 17 pupils of the 247 signified history 
as their first choice, or a percentage of 6.88 per cent; while 
for geography only 12 pupils or 4.86 per cent made it their 
first preference. 
~he overwhelming conclusion of the study revealed, there-
fore, that while the social studies ranked fifth for history 
and seventh for geography in preference, on a percentage 
basis they were extremely low. In other words, less than 7 
per cent of the total indicated history as their first choice 
and less than 5 per cent geography. Moreover, as a second 
choicE, while the social studies ranked higher on a percentile 
basis they nevertheless were none better in rank order. As 
a seccnd choice, 32 pupils or 12.96 per cerit selected history 
as a lank order of fifth, and 13 pupils or 5.26 per cent 
selec ed geography as their second choice for a rank order of 
sevenf h. As a third choice, 35 pupils or 14.17 per cent gave 
order of second, and 19 pupils or 7.69 per cent histor y a rank 
gave eography a rank order of eighth as a third choice. 
~ further analy~:of the resu lts obtained in the Subject 
Prefe ~ence study reveals tha t when they were separated as to 
boys nd girls, the social studies were ranked even lower by 
the g , rls as is shown in Table II. 
15 
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TABLE II 
~UMBERS AND PERCENTAGES OF 122 GIRLS IN FRAMINGHAM 
StlOWING THEIR CHOICES OF THE ELEVEN SUBJECTS TAUGHT 
I IN EACH OF THE TEN FIFTH GRADE CLASSROOMS 
Sul: j ect 
Re~· [ding 
Ar t hmetic 
La guage 
Pertmanship 
Spe~1 l ling 
Ge graphy 
Hi tory 
Ar~ 
Music 
Sc ~ence 
He,lth 
First 
Choice 
25 
23 
0 
5 
10 
4 
6 
32 
lo 
2 
2 
Per 
Cent 
First 
Choice 
20.49 
18.85 
o.oo 
4.10 
8.20 
3.28 
4.92 
26.20 
10.66 
1.64 
1.64 
Second 
Choice 
22 
22 
1 
5 
24 
1 
11 
16 
18 
0 
2 
Per 
Cent 
Second 
Choice 
18.03 
18.03 
.82 
4.10 
19.67 
.82 
9.02 
13.11 
14.75 
0 . 00 
1.64 
Third 
Choice 
17 
13 
2 
14 
18 
4 
14 
16 
18 
2 
4 
Per 
Cent 
Third 
Choice 
13.93 
10.66 
1.64 
11.48 
14.75 
3 . 28 
11.48 
13.11 . 
14.75 
1.64 
3. 28 
~he preceding Table shows that as a first choice with the 
girls art, reading and arithmetic rank first, second, and 
third ] much the same as they did in the combined whole. How-
ever, as a first choice, history ranks seventh because only 
6 pupi ls or 4.92 per cent indicated it as their first prefer-
ence, J and geography ranks eighth, because only 4 pupils or 
3.28 ,er cent chose it as their first preference. As a second 
choic J among the girls 11 pupils or 9.02 per cent indicated 
histot y for a rank order of sixth, and one. pupil or .82 per I 
cent indicated geography for a rank order of eighth. 
ls a third choice, history ranked higher among the girls, 
as 14l pupils or 11.48 per cent indicated it as their third 
choic for a rank order of fifth. In geography only 4 pupils 
or 3. ~8 per cent indicated it as their hbird chOice for a 
16 
rank order of eighth. These results are shown more graphi-
cally in Tables III and IV. 
At this point it should be mentioned that in all future 
tables the subjects of science and health will not appear be-
cause of the varying emphasis placed on both these subjects in 
the different schools. 
TABLE III 
PERCENT.AGE RESULTS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES 
BASED ON 122 GIRLS 
Subject 
First Per Second Per Third Per 
Girls Choice Cent Choice Cent Choice Cent 
History 
Geography 
6 
4 
4.92 
3. 28 
TABLE IV 
11 
1 
9.02 
.82 
14 11.48 
4 3.~8 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF COMBINED TOTALS 
OF FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD CHOICES OF 
SCHOOL SUBJECTS BASED ON 122 GIRLS 
Subject Number Per Cent 
Art 64 17.49 
Reading 64 17.49 
Arithmetic 58 15.85 
Spelling 52 14.21 
Music 49 13.39 
History 31 8.47 
Penmanship 24 6.56 
Geography 9 2.46 
Language 3 .82 
The results for the boys when separated from the com-
bined total is similar to that of the girls. Table V will 
show this clearly. 
17 
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I TABLE V 
II NUMBERS AND PERCENTAGES OF 125 BOYS IN FRAMINGHAM 
I 
SHOWING THEIR CHOICES_ OF THE ELEVEN SUBJECTS TAUGHT 
IN EACH OF THE TEN FIFTH GRADE CLASSROOMS 
Per Per Per 
Cent Cent Cent 
First First Second Second Third Third 
Subject Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice Choice 
Reading 39 13.20 16 12.80 18 14.40 
Arithmetic 20 16.00 14 11.20 29 23.20 
Language 1 .80 0 0 0 0 
Penmanship 1 .80 1 .80 1 .80 
Spelling 17 13.60 20 18.40 11 8.80 
Geography 8 6.40 12 9.60 15 12.00 
History 11 8.80 21 16.80 21 16.80 
Art 23 18.40 22 17.60 11 8.80 
Music 1 .80 6 4.80 12 9.60 
Science 2 1.60 7 5.60 5 4.00 
Health 2 1.60 3 2.40 2 1.60 
The preceding table shows that when the results for the 
, boys as to Subject Preference is analyzed, they are similar to ' 1~~·- the results for the girls. Reading, art and arithmetic rank 
first, second and third, as a first preference with history 
fifth and geography sixth. 
A total of 11 pupils or 8.80 per cent indicated history 
as their first choice and 8 or 6.40 per cent indicated geo-
graphy as their first choice. 
As a second choice 21 boys or +6.80 per cent indicated 
history as their preference for a rank order of third. In 
geography 12 boys or 9.60 per cent indicated this as their 
preference for a rank order of sixth. 
As a third choice 21 boys or 16.80 per cent indicated 
~=======--~------~---. -
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I history as their preference for a rank order of second. In 
I geography 15 boys or 12.00 per cent indicated this as their 
third choice for a rank order of fourth. 
The number of boys indicating history and geography as 
their first, second and third choices and the rank order of 
the totals are shown in the following Tables VI and VII. 
TABLE VI 
PERCENTAGE RESULTS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES 
BASED ON 125 BOYS 
Subject 
History 
Geography 
Boys 
First Per Second Per Third Per 
Choice Cent Choice Cent Choice Cent 
11 
8 
8.80 
6.40 
TABLE VII 
21 16.80 
12 9.60 
21 16.80 
15 12.00 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF COMBINED TOTALS 
OF FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD CHOICES OF 
SCHOOL SUBJECTS BASED ON 125 BOYS 
Subject Number Per Cent 
Reading 73 19.47 
Arithmetic 63 16.80 
Art 56 14.9D 
History 53 14.13 
Spelling 51 13.33 
Geography 35 9.33 
Music 19 5.07 
3 .80 Penmanship 
Language 1 • 27 
II 
11 The preceding table shows quite clearly that among the 
ji boys history and geography were favored as a first, second 
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f or third choice more than among the girls. 
I' 
Among the boys 
Among the girls 1 history ranked fourth and geography sixth. 
history ranked sixth and geography eighth indicating that the 
social studies were preferred more by the boys than the girls. 
Moreover, the combined totals of first, second and third 
choices reveal that the order of preference as was shown in 
Table I wherein it was seen that reading, art and arithmetic 
I 
outranked the social studies as a subject preference for fifth 
grade pupils, is much the same. For here again, in the com-
/1 bined totals history and geography rank fifth and seventh, 
I 
I 
I 
,I 
/I 
respectively. This is shown more clearly in the following 
Table VIII. 
TABLE VIII 
RANK ORDER AND PER CENTS OF THE SUBJECT PREFERENCE 
OF THE SCHOOL SUBJECTS BY 274 FIFTH GRADE PUPILS 
BASED ON THE NUMBER OF FIRST, 
SECOND, AND THIRD CHOICES CO:MBINED 
Subject Number Per Cent 
Reading 137 18.49 
Arithmetic 121 16.33 
Art 120 16.19 
Spelling 103 13.90 
History 84 11.34 
Music 68 9.18 
Geography 44 5.94 
Penmanship 27 3.64 
Language 4 .54 
Science 18 2.43 
Health 15 2.02 
The overwhelming conclusion, therefore, is that history 
and geography are definitely not a subject preference of fifth 
-------~~-==-==--
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grade pupils when compared with the rest of the school curri-
11 culum. 
,: 
Both subjects not only rank low in order of preference 
I 
I 
I 
,I 
jl 
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but on a percentile basis they rank even lower. 
A further breakdown of the Subject Preference check list 
reveals that in the like and dislike column, as well as in the 
easy and hard column, history and geography rank high on a 
percentile basis. This is shown clearly in the following 
table. 
TABLE IX 
NUMBERS A~~ PERCENTAGES SHOWING FEELINGS 
OF 2~7 BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD HISTORY 
Per 
Like Cent 
Boys 89 71.20 
Girls 70 57.37 
Combined 159 64.37 
Dis- Per Neu- Per 
Like Cent tral Cent 
1;5 10.40 
12 9.84 
25 10.12 
2;5 18.40 
40 32.79 
63 25.51 
Per Per 
Easy Cent Hard Cent 
96 76.80 
97 79.51 
193 78.14 
29 23.20 
25 20.49 
54 21.86 
The preceding table shows that 89 boys or 71.20 per cent 
1 of the total liked history, 13 or 10.40 per cent disliked it, 
and 23 or 18.40 per cent were neutral. At the same time 96 
boys or 76.80 per cent found it easy, and only 29 or 23.20 per 
cent found it hard. The table shows that 70 girls or 57.37 
per cent liked geography and 12 or 9.84 per cent disliked it, 
and 40 or 32.79 per cent felt neutral toward it. At the same 
time, 97 or 79.51 per cent found it easy, 25 or 20.49 per cent 
found it hard. In general, therefore, both boys and girls 
liked history and both found it comparatively easy. 
21 
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Boys 
Girls 
Combined 
TABLE X 
NUMBERS AND PERCENTAGES SHOWING FEELINGS 
OF 247 BOYS AND GIRLS TOWARD GEOGRAPHY 
Per Dis- Per Neu- Per Per 
Like Cent Like Cent tral Cent Easy Cent 
70 56.00 20 16.00 35 28.00 84 67.20 
49 40.16 15 12.30 58 47.54 78 63.93 
119 48.18 35 14.17 93 37.65 162 65.59 
Per 
Hard Cent 
41 32.80 
44 36.07 
85 34.41 
The preceding table shows that 70 boys or 56.00 per cent 
of the total liked geography, and 20 or 16.00 per cent dis-
liked it, and 35 or 28.00 per cent were neutral. At the same 
time, 84 boys or 67.20 per cent found it easy, and only 41 or 
32.80 per cent found it hard. The same table shows that only 
49 girls or 40.16 per cent liked it, 15 or 12.30 per cent dis-
liked it, and the greater number, 58 or 47.54 per cent felt 
neutral toward geography. At the same time, 78 or 63.93 per 
I cent found it easy, 44 or 36.07 per cent found it hard. In 
I general the combined totals show that less than 50 per cent of 
the boys and girls liked geography, while more than 65 per cen 
found geography easy. 
In general, therefore, the boys liked geography more 
and found it easier than the girls. In history, however, the 
girls like it less than the boys but find it easier. The 
girls in both instances were more neutral than the boys, that 
is, more girls than boys had no feelings toward either sub-
ject. 
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Likes and dislikes in history and geography. The results 
of the preference study check list having been obtained, a 
check list for history and geography was then prepared and 
submitted to the same pupils. The statements, pro and con, 
for these check lists of history and geography were gathered 
from pupils in other towns. The room teacher interviewed the 
pupils and noted the child 1 s reason for liking or disliking 
the subject. These were edited for use in the Town of Framing-
ham. All similar statements were deleted, and final check 
lists were ready. 
Each pupil was asked in a special sheet of instructions 
(Fig. 4 and 5, cf. AppendiK) to indicate their react~on to the 
• 
statement with an ttytt for Yes and an "N" for No or an "xtt if 
they had never tried it. Figure 2 is the check list used for 
history. Figure 3 is the check list used for geography. 
The combined results of these check lists, both as to 
number and per cent for each statement are shown in the appen-
dix. (Cf. Tables XXVII and XXVIII) 
For the present study the check lists were first broken 
down into four categories for both history and geography in 
order that the analysis of the results might be presented 
clearly. In each category, there was included all the state-
ments relative to the particular phase of the study of history 
and geography. 
A close study of statements on the check list showed 
that they could be grouped in the following categories: 
23 
1. Activities 
2. Book - Content - Materials 
3. Methods 
4. Pupil Obstacles 
Activities were considered to be those things in which th 
pupils actively participated. 
Methods were considered to be the general conduct and 
procedure used by the teacher in the classroom. 
Pupil obstacles were considered to be those statemnts 
which expressly said a thing was difficult. 
In the following analysis of the check lists for history 
and geography there are two sets of tables for each category. 
One set gives the results for the pupils who designated his-
tory and geography as a subject preference, and the other 
for those pupils who did not. 
24 
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1 
HISTORY 
I REMEMBER 
ma.rk it. 
- Ask yourself hmv you really feel about each statement BEFORE you 
(YES, NO, X) 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
I 
i 
I 
I 
---
1. I like stories of brave captains and people who left their homes 
to live in a ne1-i world. 
2. It is interesting to learn about the early settlers and colonies. 
3. It is difficult for me to remember dates. 
---- 4. I like to learn about the explorers of the past. 
5. It's fun to learn how things were discovered. 
6. The books are hard to read. 
7. We stay too long on one thing. 
___ 8. I'm only interested in things of today. 
9. I hate to write history reports. 
---
10. Reading about the lives of famous people interests me. 
_____ 11. The same old stories from grade to grade are boring. 
___ 12. Learning about inventions is enjoyable. 
____ 13. Reading and studying about wars interests me. 
___ 14. I get poor marks. 
___ 15. I enjoy the pictures in my book. 
16. History tests are fun. 
17. There is too much to ranember. 
18. It 1 s easy to find the answers to the questions in our books. 
19. We read too much. 
20 . There are too many oral and written tests. 
21. I think it's hard to find inform~tion for our special reports. 
22 . I lose interest in History when a slow reader reads the lesson. 
23. I like listening to special reports. 
24. I like to learn how our country grew and became a nation. 
25. l-iaking trips to historic places is enjoyable. 
26. Working on a mural after we study is fun. 
27. Drawing History pictures interests me. 
28. Answering the questions at the end of the chapter is dull. 
29. It 1 s fun to make things for our exhibits and bulletin board. 
30. I like to know about the Indians who were in America before we wer • 
31. Writing History stories is pleasant. 
32. Making sl..I:d'e.s for History is exciting. 
33. I like History lessons that are like games. 
34. The Teacher reads stories that are too long. 
35. There is too much work to cover in History. 
36. The extra little books we sometimes read are interesting. 
37. I like the discussions after we read our History lesson. 
38. The teacher talks too much. 
39. I enjoy doi.ng the a9tivities that are at the end of the chapters. 
40. Making a History booklet is lots of fun. 
41. Keeping a news bulletin board is interesting. 
42. History is boring the way my teacher teaches it. 
_____ 43 . Reading is hard for me, so I dislike history. 
____ .44. I like the movies we have for History. 
___ 45. I like to use the contents and index in my History book. 
___ 46. I enjoy the filmstrips my teacher shows us. 
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An examination of the history check list showed that the 
statements numbered 9, 18, 21, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 31, 32, 
37, 39, 40, 41, and 45 could be grouped under the heading of 
activities. 
Tables XI and XII show the results for this category. 
TABLE XI 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN THE 
CATEGORY OF ACTIVITIES OF THE 84 PUPILS WHO 
CHOSE HISTORY AS THEIR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
~ Dislike Not Done State-
ment Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
23 68 80.95 9 10.71 7 8.34 
39 63 75.00 21 25.00 
37 60 71.43 24 28.57 
18 57 67.86 27 32.14 
45 48 57.14 36 42.86 
9* 46 54.76 23 27.38 15 17.86 
28* 46 54.76 38 45.24 
21* 39 46.42 16 19.06 29 34.52 
27 '67 44.05 17 20.24 30 35.71 
29 31 36.90 6 7.15 47 55.95 
25 30 35.71 2 2.38 52 61.91 
26 30 35.71 2 2.38 52 61.91 
41 23 27.38 0 61 52.62 
31 17 20.24 2 2.38 65 77.38 
40 16 19.05 10 11.90 58 69.05 
32 0 0 84 100.00 
Totals 611 45.46 233 17.34 500 37.20 
* A negative answer on check list indicated a favorable 
feeling. 
The preceding table shows that these pupils were favorable 
to all the activities listed as an aid to the teaching of his-
tory. In the first five statements 46 pupils or more, or 
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better than 54.76 per cent liked the activity mentioned. 
In the other nine statements, however, a large number of 
pupils did not participate in the activities of the check list. 
Therefore, while the number of pupils listed in the like col-
umn is less than half, a clear majority liked the activities 
on the check list. 
Thus, the table shows further that in statement 21, the 
difference between the like and dislike column is 27.33 per 
cent in favor of those who liked the activity, with 29 pupils 
not participating. 
In statement 27 the difference between the like and dis-
like column is 20.81 per cent in favor of those who liked it, 
30 pupils not participating. 
In statement 29 the difference between the like and dis-
like column is 29.75 per cent in favor of those who liked it, 
47 pupils not participating. 
In statements 25 and 26 the difference between the like 
and dislike column is 33.33 per cent in favor of those who 
liked it, 52 pupils not participating. 
In statement 41 the 23 pupils who participated in the 
activity were all in favor of it. 
In statement 31, the difference between the like and dis-
like column is 17.86 per cent in favor of those who liked it, 
65 pupils not participating. 
In statement 40 the difference between the like and dis-
like column is 7.15 per cent in favor of the activity, 58 
27 
pupils not participating. 
The totals of the table show that, overall, 45.46 per 
cent of the pupils liked the activities; 17.34 per cent dislike~ 
them, while 37.20 per cent did not participate in some of the 
activities. 
TABLE XII 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENT AGES OF LIKES IN THE 
CATEGORY OF ACTIVITIES OF THE 163 PUPILS WHO 
DID NOT CHOOSE HISTORY AS THEIR 
FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
Dislike Not Done 
State-
ment Number 
37 114 
18 102 
23 90 
45 83 
28* 81 
39 77 
27 68 
21* 57 
9* 44 
26 37 
29 21 
40 20 
25 12 
31 8 
41 2 
32 0 
Totals 816 
Per Cent 
69.94 
62.58 
55.21 
50.92 
49.69 
47.24 
41.71 
34.97 
26.99 
22.70 
12.88 
12.27 
7.36 
4.91 
1.20 
01.29 
Number 
49 
61 
18 
80 
82 
47 
16 
50 
75 
9 
6 
0 
3 
8 
1 
0 
505 
Per Cent 
30.06 
37.42 
11.05 
49.08 
50.31 
28.83 
9.82 
30.67 
46.02 
5.52 
3.68 
1.84 
4.91 
.61 
19.36 
Number 
55 
39 
79 
56 
44 
117 
136 
143 
148 
147 
lSO 
163 
1287 
Per Cent 
33.74 
23.93 
48.47 
34.36 
26.99 
71.78 
83.44 
87.73 
90.80 
90.18 
98.16 
100.00 
49.35 
* A negative answer on the check list indicated a favorable 
feeling. 
The preceding table shows that these pupils were favor-
able to all the activities listed as an aid to the teaching of 
history, but two. In the first four statements 83 pupils or 
more, or better than 50.92 per cent liked the activity men-
28 
tioned. 
However, the table shows ~rther that in statement 28 the 
difference between the like and dislike column is .62 per cent 
indicating that a very slight majority dislike answering ques-
tions at the end of the chapter. 
Again in statement 9 the difference between the like and 
dislike column is 19.03 per cent indicating that a majority 
disliked writing history report~with 44 pupils not partici-
pating. 
In statement 39 the difference between the like and dis-
like column is 18.41 per cent in favor of those who liked it, 
with 39 pupils not participating. 
In statement 27 the difference between the like and dis-
like column is 31.89 per cent in favor of those who liked it, 
with 79 pupils not participating. 
In statement 21, the difference between the like and dis-
like column is 4.30 per cent in favor of those who liked it, 
with 56 pupils not participating. 
In statement 26 the difference between the like and dis-
like column is 17.18 per cent in favor of those who liked it, 
with 117 pupils not participating. 
In statement 29 the difference between the like and dis-
like column is 9.20 per cent in favor of those who liked it, 
with 136 pupils not participating. 
In statement 40 all pupils participating were in favor 
with 143 pupils not participating. 
29 
In statement 25 the difference between the like and dis-
like column is 5.52 per cent in favor of those who liked it, 
148 pupils not participating. 
In statement 31 an equal number of pupils liked writing 
history stories as disliked it, with 147 pupils not partici-
pating. 
In statement 41 the difference between the like and dislik 
column i s .62 per cent in favor of those who liked it with 160 
pupils not participating. 
The totals of the table show that, overall, 31.29 per cent 
of the pupils liked the activities; 19.36 per cent disliked 
them, while 49.35, the largest percent, did not participate in 
some of the activities. 
Tables XIII and XIV show the results for the category 
on book, content and materials. The statements grouped under 
this heading were numbers 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 
24, 30, 36. 
30 
TABLE XIII 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN THE CATEGORY 
OF BOOK, CONTENT A1ID MATERIALS OF THE 84 PUPILS WHO 
CHOSE HIS'l'ORY AS TH.!:!; IR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
Like Dislike Not Done 
State-
ment Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
2 83 98.81 1 1.19 
8* 83 98.81 1 1.19 
4 82 97.62 2 2.38 
1 81 96.43 3 3.57 
10 81 96.43 3 3.57 
15 81 96.43 3 3.57 
24 80 95.24 4 4.76 
30 80 95.24 4 4.76 
5 77 91.67 7 8.33 
13 75 89.29 9 10.71 
12 74 88.11 10 11.89 
36 67 7.9.76 2 2.38 15 17.86 
11* 54 64.29 30 35.71 
Totals 998 9139 79 7.24 15 1.37 
* A negative answer on the check list indicated a favorable 
feeling. 
The preceding table shows that neither the book, content 
nor materials was an . impediment to the liking of history by 
these pupils. In each statement 54 pupils or more, or better 
than 64.29 per cent indicated a liking for them. 
The totals of the table show clearly that overall 91.39 
per cent liked the book, content and materials, and only 7.24 
per cent did not indicating that a majority liked the lD ok, 
content and materials. 
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TABLE XIV 
RANK ORDER AND PERCEN'I1AGES OF LIKES IN THE CATEGORY OF 
BOOK, CONTENT AND MATERIALS OF THE 163 PUPILS WHO DID NOT 
CHOOSE HISTORY AS THEIR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
Like Dislike Not Done 
State-
ment Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
15 
24 
30 
2 
5 
10 
8* 
1 
4 
12 
13 
11* 
36 
154 
152 
149 
147 
146 
142 
139 
138 
132 
125 
115 
90 
88 
Totals 1717 
94.48 
93.25 
91.41 
90.18 
89.57 
87.12 
85.28 
84.66 
80.98 
76.69 
70.55 
55.21 
53.99 
81.03 
9 
11 
14 
16 
17 
21 
24 
25 
31 
38 
48 
73 
16 
343 
5.52 
6.75 
8.59 
9.82 
10.43 
12.88 
14.72 
15.34 
19.02 
20.31 
29.45 
44.79 
9.81 
16.19 
59 36.20 
59 2.78 
* A negative answer on the check list indicated a favorable 
feeling. 
The preceding table shows that neither the book, content 
nor the materials was an impediment to the liking of history 
by these pupils. In each statement, 88 pupils or more, or 
better than 53.99 per cent indicated a liking for them. 
The totals of the table show clearly that overall 81.03 
per cent liked the book, content and materials and only 16.19 
per cent did not, indicating a clear majority liked the book, 
content and materials. 
The following Tables XV and XVI show the results for the 
jl category 
= 11-=-=-!J!g we_re 
The statements grouped under this head-on methods. 
7, 16, ~-- 20 22~ 33, 34, 38, 42, 44, 46. 
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TABLE XV 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN THE CATEGORY 
OF METHODS OF THE 84 PUPILS WHO CHOSE HISTORY AS 
THE FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
Like Dislike Not Done 
State- No Fault Found Found Fault 
ment Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
34* 79 94.05 5 5.95 
19* 78 92.85 6 7.15 
7* 74 88.10 10 11.89 
42* 70 83.33 14 16.67 
33 68 80.95 10 11.90 6 7.15 
46 68 80.95 1 1.19 15 17.86 
20* 66 78.57 18 21.43 
38* 66 78.57 18 21.43 
44 66 78.57 3 3.57 15 17.86 
16 59 78.24 25 29.76 
22* 32 38.10 52 61.90 
Total s 726 78.57 162 17.35 36 3.90 
* .A negative answer on the check list indicated a favorable 
feeling. 
The preceding table shows that in ten of the eleven 
statements grouped under methods no fault was found in the 
methods used in teaching history by these pupils. In each of 
the t en statements, 59 pupils or more, or better than 78.24 
per cent indicated they had no fault to find. 
However, in statement 22, 52 pupils or 61.90 per cent 
I 
il 
I 
j! 
II 
I 
lost interest in the lesson when a slow reader read the les- I 
son. There were 32 pupils or 38.10 per cent who did not mind 1 
this. In other words, 23.80 per cent more disliked it than 11 
liked it. 
The totals of the table show clearly, however, that even 
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though there were 36 or 3.90 per cent pupils in the classrooms 
not using the method listed, 78.57 per cent of the pupils 
found no fault with t h e methods, and only 17.35 per cent found 
fault. 
TABLE XVI 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN THE CATEGORY OF 
METHODS OF THE 163 PUPILS WHO DID NOT CHOOSE HISTORY 
AS THEIR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
Like 
State- No Fa~Found 
ment Number Per Cent 
19* 132 80.98 
38* 130 79.75 
7* 126 77.30 
34* 125 76.69 
42* 124 76.07 
20* 110 67.48 
44 108 66.26 
33 99 60.74 
46 97 59.51 
16 70 42.94 
22* 42 25.77 
Totals 1163 64.86 
Dislike Not Done 
Found Fault 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
31 19.02 
~3 20.25 
37 22.70 
17 10.43 21 12.88 
39 23.9~ 
53 32.52 
19 11.66 36 22.08 
16 9.81 48 29.45 
0 66 40.49 
93 57.06 
121 74.23 
459 25.60 171 9.54 
* A negative answer on the check list indicated a favorable 
feeling. 
The preceding table shows that in nine of the eleven 
statements grouped under methods no fault was found by these 
pupils with the methods used in teaching history. In each 
of the nine statements 97 pupils or more, or better than 
59.51 per cent indicated they had no fault to find. 
However, in statement number 16, 93 pupils or 57.06 per I 
I 
1/ cent did not think the history tests were 
!1_ o~ 42.94 per cent did think so. In other words, 14.12 per·. 
fun, while 70 pupils 1 
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did. 
Again in statement number 22, 121 pupils or 74.23 per 
cent disliked having a slow reader read the lesson, while 42 
pupils or 25.77 per cent did not mind this. In other words, 
48.46 per cent more pupils disliked a slow reader than those 
who did not mind. 
The totalsahow, however, that even though there were 
many pupils who were in classrooms not using the method 
listed, overall, 64.86 per cent found no fault with methods, 
and only 25.60 per cent found fault. 
The fol l owing Tables XVII and XVIII show the results for 
1' 
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the category of pupil obstacles. The statements grouped under 1 
this heading were numbers 3, 6, 14, 17, 35, 43. 
TABLE XVII 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN THE CATEGORY OF 
PUPIL OBSTACLES OF THE 84 PUPILS WHO CHOSE HISTORY 
AS THEIR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
Like Dislike 
Not an Obstacle Was an Obstacle 
Statement Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
6* 80 95.24 4 4.76 
43* 79 94.05 5 5.95 
14* 77 91.67 7 8.33 
35* 70 83.33 14 16.67 
17* 66 78.57 18 21.43 
3* 40 51.19 41 48.81 
Totals 415 82.34 89 17.66 
* A negative answer on the check list indicated a 
favorable feeling. 
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The preceding table shows that none of the statements 
grouped under pupil obstacles was considered an impediment 
to the liking of history by these pupils. In each instance 
43 pupils or more, or better than 51.19 per cent indicated 
that these were not obstacles to them. 
The totals of the table show that 82.34 per cent of the 
pupils did not consider them obstacles, while only 17.66 per 
cent did. 
TABLE XVIII 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LTI\:ES IN THE CATEGORY OF 
PUPIL OBSTACLES OF THE 163 PUPILS WHO DID NOT CHOOSE 
HISTORY AS THEIR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
Statement 
6* 
43-'A-
14* 
35* 
17* 
3* 
Totals 
Like 
Not a!i"'bstacle 
Number Per Cent 
144 
141 
115 
114 
100 
66 
680 
88.34 
86.50 
70.55 
69.94 
61.35 
40.49 
69.53 
Dislike 
Was an Obstacle 
Number Per Cent 
19 
22 
48 
49 
63 
97 
298 
11.66 
13.50 
29.45 
30.06 
38.65 
59.51 
30.47 
* A negative answer on the check list indicated a 
favorable feeling. 
The preceding table shows that these pupils found no 
obstacle in five of the six statements grouped under the 
heading pupil obstacles. In five of the six statements, more 
than 100 pupils, or better than 61.35 per cent indicated they 
were not obstacles to them. 
In statement 3, 97 pupils or 59.51 per cent considered 
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remembering dates an obstacle, while 66 pupils, or 40.49 per 
cent did not find it an impediment. In other words,l9.02 per 
cent more pupils found it an obstacle than those who did not. 
The totals of the table show clearly that 69.53 per cent 
li 
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of the pupils did not consider them obstacles, while only 30. 4 ·, 
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per cent did. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
REMEMBER - Ask yourself hO''~ you really feel about each statement BEFORE 
you mark it. (YES, NO, X) . 
1. I like to read maps. 
2. The movies in Geography are very interesting. 
3. I dislike looking up information for the special topics . 
4. Our book is very interesting. 
5. Working in groups in Geography is ftm. 
6. Far away places interest me. 
7. I never can find places on a globe. 
8. I find the book hard to read. 
9. Preparing exhibits for other children to see is fun. 
10. I hate to make reports to the class. 
11. It is very interesting to learn about people in other lands. 
12. Making a class booklet about states is fun. 
______ 13. I like to use the contents and index in my book. 
14. I get a poor mark. 
15. Drawing Geography pictures is what I enjoy. 
16. When a slow reader reads the lesson I dislike it. 
17. I like to make all kinds of maps. 
___ 18. I find it hard to remember what I read in Geography. 
19. Geography is boring, dull and uninteresting. 
___ 20. I enjoy working on Geography murals. 
______ 21. I \'/ish we'd make things in our Geography lesson. 
22. I hate using the workbook. 
23. The Geography tests annoy me. 
_____ 24. It is boring to read about surface and climate. 
25. I find this subject exciting. 
26. We study everything the same old way, week after week. 
27. I like to study about manufacturing and products. 
28. Finishing my work at home is very distasteful. 
29. I prefer to read the Geography lesson to myself. 
______ 30. The pictures in my book are very nice. 
______ 31. I get bored listening to Geography reports. 
______ 32. Seeing filmstrips in Geography interests me. 
___ 33. Reading is hard for me, so I dislike Geography. 
______ 34. I enjoy the discussions after we read our lesson. 
___ 35. I like to make the slides after we stu:ly a state or country. 
______ 36. I want to know all about cities and states in my country. 
FIGURE 3. 
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An examination of the· geography check list showed that 
the following statements numbered 3, 9, 10, 12, 13, 15, 17, 
20, 22, 31, and 35 could be grouped under the heading of acti- 1
1 
vities. The following Tables XIX and XX show the results for 
this category. 
TABLE XIX 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN THE CATEGORY 
OF ACTIVITIES OF THE 44 PUPILS WHO CHOSE GEOGRAPHY 
AS THEIR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
~ Dislike Not Done State-
ment Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
17 33 75.00 11 25.00 
15 29 65.91 15 34.09 
3* 28 6;).64 14 31.82 2 4.54 
9 28 6;).64 2 4.54 14 31.82 
10* 27 61.36 16 66.36 1 2. 28 
1;) 26 59.09 18 40.91 
31* 26 59.09 11 25.00 7 15.91 
12 18 40.91 5 11.36 21 47.73 
20 17 38.63 6 13.64 21 47.73 
22* 10 22.73 10 22.73 24 54.54 
35 0 0 44 100.00 
Totals 242 50.00 108 22.31 134 27.69 
* A negative answer on the check list indicated a favorable 
feeling. 
The preceding table shows that nine of the eleven acti-
vities were found to be favorable by these pupils as an aid 
to the teaching of geography. In each of the seven state-
ments more than 26 pupils or better than 59.09 per cent liked 
the activity. 
However, statement number 12 shows that 21 pupils or 
47.73 per cent did not participate in the making of class I 
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j booklets, but of the 23 pupils who did make booklets, 18 pu-
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pils or 40.91 per cent liked it and 5 pupils or 11.36 per 
cent disliked it • 
Statement number 20 shows that 21 pup ils or 47.73 per 
cent did not work on murals, but of the 23 pupils who did 
work on murals, 17 pupils or 38.63 per cent liked it and 6 
pupils or 13 .64 per cent disliked it. 
Statement number 22 shows tha t 24 pupils or 54.54 per 
cent did not use a workbook, but of the 20 pupils who did, 10 
pupils or 22.73 per cent liked workbooks and the same number 
and per cent did not like them. 
Sta tement number 35 shows tha t none of the pupils had 
participated in the making of slides. 
The totals of the table show tha t overall 50 per cent 
of the pupils liked the activities and 22.31 per cent disliked 
them, while 27.69 per cent did not participate in some of the 
activities. 
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RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN THE CATEGORY OF 
ACTIVITIES OF THE 203 PUPILS WHO DID NOT CHOOSE 
GEOGRAPHY AS THEIR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
State-
ment 
15 
17 
13 
31* 
9 
10* 
12 
20 
22* 
35 
Number Per Cent 
149 73.40 
138 67.98 
104 51.23 
99 48.77 
86 42.36 
77 37.93 
77 37.93 
67 33.00 
56 27.59 
44 21.67 
0 
Totals 897 40.17 
Dislike 
Number 
54 
65 
99 
41 
28 
6 
62 
13 
;) 
26 
0 
397 
Per Cent 
26.60 
32.02 
48.77 
20 . 20 
13.80 
2.96 
30.54 
6.94 
1.48 
12.81 
17.78 
Not Done 
Number Per Cent 
63 31.03 
89 43.84 
120 59.11 
64 31.53 
123 60.06 
144 70.93 
133 65.52 
203 100.00 
939 42.05 
* A negative answer on the check list indicated a favorable 
feeling. 
The preceding table shows that in only three of the 
eleven activities was the per cent better than 50 per cent. 
However, in the other eight statements the number of pupils 
who did not participate in the activites was very high, thus 
accounting for the number of pupils liking an activity being 
less than 50 per cent. 
Statement 3 snows that 63 pupils or 31.03 per cent were 
not assigned the task of looking up information for special 
topics, but of the 140 pupils who were, 99 pupils or 48.77 
per cent liked it and 41 pupils or 20.20 per cent disliked it. j 
I 
Statement 31 shows that 89 pupils or 43.84 per cent were 1 
not required to listen to geography reports, but of the 114 
41 
pupils who were, 86 pupils or 42.36 per cent liked it and 28 
or 13.80 per cent disliked it. 
Statement 9 shows that 120 pupils or 59.11 per cent were 
not required to prepare exhibits, but of the 83 pupils who 
were, 77 pupils or 37.93 per cent liked it and only 6 pupils 
or 2.90 per cent did not. 
Statement 10 shows that 64 pupils or 31.53 per cent were 
not asked to make reports to the class, but of the 139 pupils 
who were, 77 pupils or 37.93 per cent liked it and 62 or 30.54 
per cent did not. 
Statement 12 shows that 123 pupils or 60.00 per cent did 
not make a class booklet, but of the 80 pupils who did, 67 or 
33 per cent liked it and 13 pupils or 6.94 per cent did not. 
Statement 20 shows that 144 pupils or 70.93 per cent did 
not work on murals, but of the 59 who did, 56 or 27.59 per 
cent liked it and only 3 pupils or 1.48 per cent did not. 
Statement 22 shows that 133 pupils or 65.52 per cent did 
not use workbooks, but of tne 70 pupils who did 44 or 21.67 
per cent liked it and only 26 pupils or 12.81 per cent did not. 
Statement 35 shows that none of these pupils made slides. 
The totals of the table show that overall, while 42 .05 
per cent did not participate in some of the activities men-
tioned, 47 : 17 per cent of those who did liked them, and only 
17.78 per cent did not. 
The following Tables XXI and XXII Show the results for 
the category book, content and materials. The statements 
42 
grouped under this heading were numbers 1, 4 1 6, 11, 24, 27, 
30, and 36. 
TABLE XXI 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN THE CATEGORY 
OF BOOK , CONTENT AND MATERIALS OF THE 44 PUPILS WHO 
CHOSE GEOGRAPHY AS THEIR FIRS11 .1 SECOND OR . THIRD CHOICE 
!:tike Dislike 
Statement Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
30 40 90.91 4 9.09 
4 39 88.64 5 11.36 
36 39 88.64 5 11.36 
6 38 86.36 6 13.64 
11 38 86.36 6 13.64 
1 37 84.09 7 15.91 
27 29 65.91 15 34.09 
24* 28 63.64 16 36.36 
Totals 288 81.82 64 18.18 
* A negative answer on the check list indicated a 
favorable feeling. 
The preceding table shows that neither the book, content 
nor materials was considered an impediment to the liking of 
geography by these pupils. In each statement more than 28 
pupils or better than 63.64 per cent indicated a liking for 
them. 
The totals of the table show clearly that, overall, 
81.82 per cent liked the book, content and materials and only 
18.18 per cent did not, indicating that a majority liked the 
book, content and materials. 
43 
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TABLE XXII 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN THE CATEGORY OF 
BOOK, CONTENT AND MATERIALS OF THE 203 PUPILS WHO DID NOT 
CHOOSE GEOGRAPHY AS THEIR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
~ Dislike 
Statement Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
36 192 94.58 11 5.42 
6 189 93.10 14 6.90 
11 186 91.63 17 8.37 
30 181 89.16 22 10.84 
4 157 77.34 46 22.66 
1 153 75.37 50 24.63 
27 132 65.02 71 34.98 
24* 130 64.04 73 35.96 
Totals 1320 81.28 _ 304 18.72 
* A negative answer on the check list indicated a 
ravorable reeling. 
The preceding table shows that these pupils did not con-
sider the book, content or materials an impediment to the 
liking of geography. In each statement more than 130 pupils 
or better than 63.04 per cent indicated a liking for them. 
The totals of the table show clea rly that, overall, 
81. 28 per cent liked the book, content and materials and only 
18.72 per cent did not, indicating that a majority liked the 
book, content and materials. 
The following Tables XXIII and XXIV show the results for 
the category of methods. The statements grouped under this 
heading were numbers 2, 5, 16, 19, 21, 23, 25, 26, 28, 29, 
32, and 34. 
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TABLE XXIII 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN 'l'HE CATEGORY 
OF METHODS OF THE 44 PUPILS WHO CHOSE GEOGRAPHY AS 
THEIR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
Like Dislike Not Done 
State- No Fa'U'ltFound Found Fault 
ment Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
2 39 88.64 0 5 11.36 
19* 39 88.64 5 11.36 
25 38 86.36 6 13.64 
21 35 79.55 9 20.45 
32 35 79.55 3 6.81 6 13.64 
23* 34 77.27 10 22.73 
34 33 75.00 11 25.00 
26-~ 32 72.73 12 27.27 
5 24 54.55 4 9.09 16 36.36 
29 21 47.73 23 52.27 
16* 19 43.18 25 56.82 
28* 12 27.27 6 13.64 26 59.09 
Totals 361 68.37 114 21.59 53 10.04 
* A negative answer on the check list indicated a favorable 
feeling. 
The preceding table shows that in ten of the twelve 
statements grouped under methods no fault was found by these 
pupils in the methods used in teaching geography. In each of 
these n i ne statements 32 pupils or more, or better than 7 2.7~ 
per cent indicated they had no fault to find. 
In statement 29, 21 pupils or 47.73 per cent thought that 
they would prefer to read the geography lesson to themselves. 
while 23 pupils or 52 .27 per cent did not mind someone else 
reading the lesson to them. The difference between the t wo, 
nonetheless, is only a little more than 4 per cent in favor 
of those who did not mind. 
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having a slow reader read the lesson, but 25 or 56.82 per 
cent did mind. The difference between the two was 13.64 per 
cent in favor of those who did mind. 
In statement 28, 26 pupils or 59.09 per cent did not 
finish work at home, but of the 18 pupils who had finished 
work at home 12 pupils or 27.27 per cent did not find it dis-
tasteful, and 6 pupils or 13.64 per cent did dislike it. 
The totals of the table show clearly that even though 
10.04 per cent of the pupils did not make use of the method 
listed, nonetheless, 68.37 per cent of the pupils found no 
fault with the methods and only 21.59 per cent found fault. 
TABLE XXIV 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN THE CA':PEGORY OF 
METHODS OF THE 203 PUPILS ViliO DID NOT CHOOSE GEOGRAPHY 
AS THEIR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
Like Dislike Not Done 
State- No FaUi'tFound Found Fault 
ment Number Per Cent Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
21 179 88.18 24 11.82 
2 165 81.28 25 12.32 13 6.40 
19* 157 77.34 46 22.66 
32 145 71.43 19 9.36 39 19.21 
26~f- 144 70.94 59 29.06 
34 139 68.47 64 31.53 
23* 134 66.01 69 33.99 
25 129 63.55 74 36.45 
29 88 43.35 115 56.65 
16* 56 27.59 147 72.41 
5 52 25.62 7 3.44 144 70.94 
28* 6 2.96 2 1.98 195 96.06 
Totals 1394 57.20 651 26.72 391 16.05 
* A negative answer on the check list indicated a favorable 
feeling. 
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The preceding table shows that in ten of the twelve 
statements grouped under methods no fault was found by these 
pupils in the methods used in teaching geography. In each 
of these eight statements 129 pupils or more, or better than 
63.55 per cent indicated they had no fault to find. 
_However, in statement number 29, 88 pupils or 43.35 per 
cent thought that they would prefer to read the geography 
lesson to themselves, while 115 pupils or 56.65 per centdid 
not mind someone else reading the lesson to them. The dif-
ference between the two is 13.30 per cent in favor of those 
who did not mind. 
For statement number 16, 56 pupils or 27.59 per cent 
did not mind having a slow reader read the lesson, but 147 
or 72.41 per cent did mind. The difference between the two 
was 44.82 per cent in favor of those who disliked a slow 
reader. 
Statement number 5 shows that 144 pupils or 70.94 per 
cent did not work in groups, but of the 59 pupils who 
in groups, 52 pupils or 25.62 per cent liked it and 7 
per cent did not. 
did work 'I 
or 3.44 II 
Statement number 28 shows that 195 pupils or 96.06 per 
cent did not finish work at home, but of the 8 pupils who did, I 
6 pupils or 2.99 per cent did not find it distasteful and 2 
pupils or 1.9d per cent disliked it. 
The totals of the table show clearly, however, that even I 
though there were many pupils who were in classrooms not using 
47 
--==== ·--~- --===! ---====-=----=-----=-==-::: 
\I 
I 
=====1 ====------ c========-====================c===== 
r the method listed, overall, 57.23 per cent found no fault 
with the methods, and only 26.72 per cent found fault. 
The following Tables XXV and XXVI show the results for 
the category of pupil obstacles. The statements grouped 
under this heading were numbers 7, 8, 14, 18, and 33. 
TABLE XXV 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN THE CATEGORY 
OF PUPIL OBSTACLES OF THE 44 PUPILS WHO CHOSE 
GEOGRAPHY AS THEIR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
Like Dislike 
-Not an .. Obstacle Was an Obstacle 
Statement Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
8* 39 88.64 5 11.36 
33* 38 86.36 6 13.64 
7* 35 79.55 9 20.45 
14* 32 72.73 12 27.27 
18* 32 72.73 12 27.27 
Totals 176 80.00 44 20.00 
* A negative answer on the ch~ck list indicated a 
favorable feeling. 
The preceding table shows that none of the statements 
grouped under pupil obstacles was considered an impediment to 
the liking of geography by these pupils. In each instance 
32 pupils or more, or better than 72.73 per cent indicated 
that these were not obstacles to them. 
The totals of the table show clearly that 80 per cent of 
the pupils did not consider them obstacles, while only 20 
per cent did. 
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TABLE XXVI 
RANK ORDER AND PERCENTAGES OF LIKES IN THE CATEGORY OF 
PUPIL OBSTACLES OF THE 203 PUPILS WHO DID NOT CHOOSE 
GEOGRAPHY AS THEIR FIRST, SECOND OR THIRD CHOICE 
Like Dislike 
Not an Obstacle Was an Obstacle 
Statement Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
33* 181 89.16 22 10.84 
8* 172 84.73 31 15.27 
7-l~ 156 76.85 47 23.15 
14* 144 70.9;5 59 29.07 
18* 100 49.26 10;5 50.74 
Totals 753 74.19 262 25.81 
' 
* A negative answer on check list indicated a favorable 
feeling. 
The preceding table shows that these pupils found no ob-
stacles in five of the six statements grouped under the head-
ing of pupil obstacles. In four of the five statements more 
than 144 pupils or better than 70~93 per cent indicated these 
were not · obstacles to them. 
In statement number 18, 103 pupils or 50.74 per cent 
considered the retention of the geography matter an obstacle, 
while 100 pupils or 49.26 per cent did not find it an obstacle ! 
In other words, the pupils were almost divided evenly in 
their opinion, the difference being less than 1 per cent in 
favor of those who disliked it. 
The totals of the table show clearly that, overall, 
74.19 per cent did not consider them obstacles while only 
25.81 per cent did. 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The purpose of this study was to find the likes and dis~ 
likes of the fifth grade pupils for the social studies. To 
carry out this study a subject preference check list was given 
to 247 fifth grade pupils in Framingham. They were asked to 
designate their first, second and third choices. The follow-
ing conclusions were made: 
The 247 pupils ranked the subjects in the following order 
1. Reading 
2. Arithmetic 
3. Art 
4. Spelling 
5. History 
6. Music 
7. Geography 
8. Penmanship 
9. Language 
It is significant to note that this rank order is very simi-
lar to that obtained in the Blanchard1 thesis. 
Results for the 122 girls' preferences showed the 
following: 
1. The girls ranked history as sixth and geography as 
eighth as subject preferences. 
2. At the same time, girls liked both history and geo-
graphy. 
3. They found history easier than did the boys. 
1 Blanchard, ££• cit. 
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ing: 
4. They did not find geography as easy as did the boys. 
5. They were more neutral to history and geography than 
were the boys. 
Results for the 125 boys' preferences showed the follow-
1. The boys ranked history as fourth and geography sixth 
as subject preferences. 
2. At the same time, boys liked history and geography. 
3. They found history harder than did the girls. 
4. They were less neutral than were the girls toward 
history and geography. 
5. They found geography easier than did the girls. 
Thus, in conclusion, it can be said that history and 
geography ranked low among boys and girls in the Town of 
Framingham when compared with the rest of the school curricu-
lum. These same pupils, however, liked both subjects and 
found them easy, although a great many pupils were neutral to 
them. 
History and geography check lists. Check lists for his-
tory and geography were then submitted to the same pupils to 
see what it was they specifically liked or disliked about 
these two subjects. The results were then grouped into the 
following four categories: activities; book, content and ma-
terials; methods; and pupil obstacles, according to those 
pupils who indicated the subjects as a first, second or third 
preference and those who did not. 
Among the pupils who indicated history as a first, second 
·, 
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category of activities: 
1. The pupils were favorable to all the activities listed 
as an aid in the teaching of history. 
2. A large number of pupils did not participate in many 
of the activities listed. 
Among the pupils who did not indicate history as a first, 
second or third choice the following results were obtained in 
the category of activities: 
1. The pupils were favorable to fourteen of the activitie 
listed as an aid in the teaching of history. 
2. The pupils found the answering ·of que stions at the end 
of the chapter dull. 
3. The pupils did not like to write history reports. 
4. They were equally divided in their opinion about writ-
ing history stories. 
5. A very slight majority of these pupils liked to use 
the contents and index of the history book. 
6. A larger number of these pupils did not participate in 
many of the activities listed. 
7. While these pupils were favorable to most of the acti-
vities they had more fault to find than those who 
designated history as a first, second or third choice. 
Among the pupils who indicated history as a first, second 
or third choice the following results were obtained in the 
category of rook, content and materials: 
1. The great majority of the pupils were favorable to 
the book, content, and materials used in their class-
rooms. 
2. Only 15 of these pupils did not use the extra little 
books. 
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second or third choice the rollowing results were obtained in 
the category ·or book, content and materials: 
l ·. The great majority or the pupils were ravorable to 
the book, content and materials used in their class-
rooms. 
2. Firty-nine pupils did not make use or the extra little 
books. 
Among the pupils who indicated history as a rirst, 
or third choice, the rollowing results were obtained in 
category or methods: 
I 
second ! 
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1. The pupils were ravorable to ten or the eleven methods 1 
listed as an aid in the teaching or history. 
2. These pupils lost interest in the lesson when a slow 
reader read the lesson. 
3. A few or these pupils did not use some or the methods. 
Among the pupils who did not indicate history as a rirst, . 
second or third choice the rollowing results were obtained in 
the category of methods: 
1. The pupi ls were favorable to nine of the eleven meth-
ods listed as an aid in the teaching of history. 
2. These pupils did not think history tests were run. 
3. These pupils also lost interest in the lesson when a 
slow reader read the lesson. J 
4. A few of these pupils did not use some of the methods. · 
Among the pupils who indicated history as a first, second l 
or third choice the following results were obtained in the 
category of pupil obstacles: 
1. These pupils found no obstacles in the five statements i 
grouped under this heading. 
Among those who did not indicate history as a first, 
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second or third choice the following results were obtained in j 
the category of pupil obstacles: 
1. These pupils found no obstacle in four of the five 
statements. 
2. These pupils considered remembering dates an obstacle. 
JUnong the pupils who indicated geography as a first, 
second or third choice the following results were obtained in 
the category of activities: 
1. These pupils were favorable to nine of the eleven 
activities. 
2. The students were equally divided in their opinion 
about using a workbook. 
~>. A great many of the students did not participate in 
some of the activities. 
4. None of these pupils made slides. 
J~ong the pupils who did not .indicate geography as a 
first, second or third choice, the following results were ob-
tained in the category of activities: 
1. These pupils were favorable to ten of the eleven 
activities. 
2. The majority of these pupils did not participate in 
most of the activities. 
3. None of these pupils made slides. 
Among both group s of pupils the following result was 
obtained in the category of ~, content and materials: 
1. In this category both groups of pupils found no im-
pediment to the liking of geography in the book, 
content or materials. 
Among the pupils who indicated geography as a first, 
second or third choice the following results were obtained in 
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methods: 
1. These pupils were favorable to ten of the twelve 
methods used. 
2. These pupils preferred to have someone else read the 
lesson to them. 
3. They disliked having a slow reader read the lesson. 
~~. A few of these pupils did not use some of the methods. 
Among the pupils who did not indicate geography as a 
first, second or third choice the following results were ob-
tained in the category of methods: 
1. These pupils were favorable to ten of the twelve 
methods used. 
2. These pupils preferred to have someone else read the 
lesson to them. 
3. A great majority disliked having a slow reader read 
the lesson. 
4:. Many of these pupils did not use some of the methods. 
Among the pupils who indicated geography as a first, 
second or third choice these pupils found no obstacles in the 
statements listed as pupil obstacles. 
P.~ong the pupils who did not indicate geography as a 
first, second or third choice the following results were ob-
tained. in the category of pupil obstacles: 
1. These pupils found no obstacle in four of the five 
statements • 
2. These pupils found the retention of geography an 
obstacle. 
~hus, in conclusion it can be said that with few excep-
tions, both groups of pupils liked the activies, the book, 
li 
II 
content and materials, the methods and found no obstacles in 
history. Some found answering questions at end of chapters 
dull, some did not like to write history reports, some lost 
interest when a slow reader read, some did not think history 
tests were fun, some considered remembering dates an obstacle, 
but on the whole the number of these pupils was negligible. 
It was significant to note, however, the great number of 
pupils who did not participate in many of the activities. 
Perhaps if more of the pupils had the opportunity to partici-
pate in more of the activities, their feelings toward history 
would have been more favorable. 
As for geography it can be said, likewise~ that with few 
exceptions both groups of pupils liked the activities, the book, 
content and materials, the methods, and found noobstacles in 
geography. Some preferred to have someone else read the les-
son to them, some disliked having a slow reader read, some 
found the retention of geography matter an obstacle, but on 
the whole, the number of these pupils was negligible. 
Here again a great many pupils did not participate in manj 
of the activities indicating that if they had, perhaps their 
f ee ling toward geography would have been more favorable. 
As ·_can be . seen, therefore, this thesis does not fully 
answer the question why pupils do not rank history and geo-
graphy more favorably in comparison with other school subjects 
It does, however, determine likes and dislikes of pupils for 
the social studies as well as a check list instrument can. 
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Perhaps if the outcomes in the geography and history 
lessons were more satisfying, pupils would like the subjects 
better. In other subjects the outcomes, or the answers, are 
very definite, and a pupil knows when he has accomplished a 
task. He has a feeling of success when he knows the job is 
finished and correct. 
l~requently, in the social studies the job to be done is 
not a~1 clear or as easily accomplished. At an age when chil-
dren like to do short chores, they are many times asked to do 
long-:r•ange planning and long chores that carry over a long 
period of time. If social studies suffer from a failure to 
provide .children with a sense of achievement, should teachers 
insist; more upon specific learning, knowledge about factual 
1 information, that can be checked and tested? 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
1. Through a personal interview of the pupils, by an out-
side investigator, find out why they like or dislike 
the social studies. 
2. Find out why more teachers do not use the activity 
method in the social studies classes. 
3. Find out why children dislike writing social studies 
reports. 
~~. Find out if teacher personality and enthusiasm has 
anything to do with a pupi~s liking or disliking a 
subject. 
5. Compile a more comprehensive check list for each of 
the;e categories to look deeper into what pupils like 
and dislike in the social studies. · 
1 Arthur T. Jersild and Ruth J. Tasch, ££• cit., p. 33. 
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APPENDIX 
HISTORY DIRECrr'ION SHEET 
DIRECTIONS 
The statements below tell the many ways pupils in fifth 
grades feel toward History. We would like to know h£! you 
feel toward this subject. 
1. Read each statement carefully and think it over before you 
write your answer. 
a. Write YES in front of the sentence if you feel the 
same way. 
b. Write NO in front of the sentence if you don't feel 
that way. 
c. Place ! in front of anything you have never done. 
2. Samples: 
a. History is exciting. 
b. My favorite subject is History. 
3. Now that you know what to do, turn the page. Be sure you 
mark each statement with either yes, no or an X. 
FIGURE 4. 
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TABLE XXVII 
CO~ffiiNED RESULTS OF 247 BOYS' AND GIRLS' FEELINGS 
TOWARD HISTORY IN THE ORDER OF THE CHECK LIST 
Per Per Per 
Like Cent Dislike Cent X Cent 
1. 219 88.66 28 11.34 
2. 230 93.11 17 6.89 
3. 138 55.87 109 44.13 
4. 214 86.64 33 13.36 
5. 22~ 90.28 24 9.72 
6. 23 9.31 224 90.69 
7. 47 19.03 200 80.97 
8. 25 10.12 222 89.88 
9. 98 39.68 90 06.43 59 23.89 
10. 223 90.28 24 9.72 
11. 103 41.70 144 58.30 
12. 199 80.57 48 19.' 43 
10. 190 76.92 57 20.08 
14. 55 22.27 192 77.73 
15. 235 95.14 12 4.86 
16. 129 52.23 118 47 .77 
17. 81 32.79 166 67.21 
18. 159 64.37 88 35.63 
19. 37 14.98 210 85.U2 
20. 71 28.74 176 71.26 
21. 66 26.72 96 38.87 85 34.41 
22. 173 70.04 74 29.96 
23. 158 63.97 27 10.93 62 25.10 
24. 202 93.93 15 6.07 
25. 42 17.00 5 2.03 200 80.97 
26. 67 27.13 11 4.45 169 68.42 
27. 105 42.51 36 13.36 109 44.13 
28. 120 48.58 127 51.42 
29. 52 21.05 12 4.86 183 74.09 
30. 229 92.71 18 7.29 
.Sl. 25 10.12 10 4.05 212 85.83 
32. 247 100.00 
33. 167 67.61 26 10.53 54 21.86 
34. 22 8.91 204 82.59 21 8.50 
35. 63 25.51 184 74.49 
36. 155 62.75 18 7.29 74 29.96 
37. 174 70.44 73 29.56 
38. 51 20.65 196 79.35 
39. 140 56.68 68 27.53 39 15.79 
40 . 36 14.57 10 4.05 201 81.38 
41. 25 10.12 1 .41 221 89.47 
42. 53 21.46 194 78.54 
7 10.93 220 89.07 
44. 174 70.45 22 8.90 5 
45. 131 53.04 116 46.96 
46. 165 66.80 1 .41 81 32.79 
GEOGRAPHY DIRECTION SHEET 
DIRECTIONS 
The statements below tell the many ways pupils in fifth 
grades feel towards Geography. We would like to know how you 
feel toward this subject. 
1. Read each statement carefully and think it over before you 
write your answer. 
a. Write YES in front of the sentence if you feel the same 
way. 
b. Write NO in front of the sentence if you don't feel 
that way. 
c. Place X in front of anything you have never done. 
2. Samples: 
a. I like to study Geography. 
b. Geography makes me want to travel. 
3. Now that you know what to do, turn the page. Be sure you 
mark each statement with either yes, no or an X. 
FIGURE 5. 
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TABLE XXVIII 
COMB I NED RESULTS OF 247 BOYS ' AND GI RLS ' FEELI NGS 
TOWARD GEOGRAPHY IN THE ORDER OF THE CHECK LIST 
Per Per Pe r 
Like Cent Dislike Cent X Cent 
1. 190 76 . 92 57 23 .08 
2 . 204 82 . 59 25 10 . 1 2 18 7 . 29 
3. 69 27 . 94 11 3 45. 75 65 26 . 31 
4 . 196 79 . 35 51 20.65 
5 . 76 30 . 77 11 4.45 160 64 . 78 
6. 227 91~90 20 8.10 
7 . 56 22.67 1 91 77 . 33 
8. 36 14.57 211 85.43 
9. 105 42.51 8 3 . 24 134 54 . 25 
10 . 78 31 . 58 104 42.11 65 26.31 
11 . 224 90 . 69 23 9 . 31 
12. 85 34.41 18 7.29 144 58.30 
13 . 130 52 . 63 117 47 . 37 
14. 71 28 . 74 176 71 . 26 
15 . 178 72 . 07 69 27. 93 
16 . 172 69.64 75 30. 36 
17. 171 69.2~ 76 30. 77 
18 . 115 46.56 1 32 53 . 44 
19. 51 20.65 196 79.35 
20 . 73 29.56 9 3 . 64 165 66.80 
21. 214 86.64 33 13.36 
22 . 36 14. 58 5 4 21.86 157 63 . 07 
23. 79 31.98 168 68.02 
24 . 89 36. 03 158 63.97 
25 . 167 67 . 61 80 32.39 
26. 71 28.74 176 71 . 26 
27 . 161 65. 18 86 34.82 
28. 8 3.24 18 7.29 221 89.47 
29 . 109 44 . 13 1 38 55.87 
30 . 221 8 9 .47 26 10.53 
31 . 39 15 . 79 112 45.34 96 38 . 87 
32. 180 72 . 87 22 . 8.91 45 18 . 22 
33. 28 11.34 219 88.66 
34 . 172 69.64 75 30.36 
35 . 247 1 00 .00 
36. 261 93 . 52 16 6.48 
